Hague and other international organisations. Gifts also came from UK academic, professional and government libraries and from international lawyer Professor J. L. Brierly. 3 The Institute Library has always had a research-level collection, as its main objective is to support doctoral and higher research. In addition to this, one of the Library's functions from its foundation was (and still is) to provide material for University of London LLM students. In 1948 the London LLM course only had one public international law paper, but international law was an expanding field and a few years later there were six international law options on the syllabus, 4 including air law and international economic law; by 1968, the 'Air Law' paper had become 'Air and Space Law'. These developments meant that IALS had to expand its collections further: in the area of international air law, for example. 5 The public international law collection in 2017 consists of many thousands of titles, accompanied by vast online resources. It is an indication of the importance of international law at IALS Library that we have published not one, but several research guides relating to the subject, all of which are available on the website. 12 As well as a general public international law guide, we have written separate guides to United Nations, Council of Europe and European Union research, plus a guide to researching private international law. Each gives a description of our print collections, provides research tips and highlights relevant subscription databases and free websites. So if this article has made you want to know more about what is available at IALS, or you have a tricky international law research question, our Library Guides web page could be your next port of call.
